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Dr. K. Asokan, Forest Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, No.47, Green Fields, Sarkar
Samakulam, Annur Taluk, Coimbatore District — 605 401. In 2019, a wild elephant named
Chinnathambi broke into residential area & citizens in the Coimbatore Forest division,
Chinnathadagam forest area. A tearn was formed under the leadership of Thiru K. Asokan for
securing the elephant Chinnathambi by administering tranquilizer on 25 01.2019 at 5 30 A.M.
However the elephant escaped from there and went beyond 100 km to Udumalapet.
Kannadipudur residential area and hid in Amaravathi sugarcane fields, destroying the standing
crops such as rice, bananas etc... on its way After obtaining necessary orders from the Hon'ble
High Court of Madras. a team was again formed under the leadership of Thiru K. Asokan for
securing the elephant without causing any harm to the Me of the elephant Despite the risk to his
life.

Thiru K. Asokan fired the tranquilizer dart at a close distance of 10 feet on15.02.2019 at 1030
AM The elephant was later moved to the Tiger Reserve and has been trained to become a captive
elephant. The Hon'ble High Court appreciated the team for the above incident and They
K.Asokan has saved the life and property of the people by securing the Elephant. In December
2020, in Nilgiris District. Gudalur Forest division, Cherarnpadi Government Tantea Tea estate,
an elephant named Shankar killed 3 persons and caused damage widespread to the nearby
residential area and agricultural fields.

The Elephantalsokilled2 persons after entering into Kerala forest area. Again, on 09,01.2021 A
entered the Tamil Nadu Forest area (Cherampadi Government Tantea Estate) and caused
widespread damage in that area Necessary orders were obtained from the Government and a
team headed by Thiru k. Asokan identified the Elephant Shankar along with 2 other female
elephants in a deep forest valley Since it was a deep .1,, they were unable to confirm the location
and secure the elephants Therefore. on 11.04.2021, a treetop hideaway was setup and the
elephant Shankar was tranquilized and secured on 12 04.202112.30 P.M.

The two female elephants attacked the tree top hide a way from which Thiru. K. Asokan had a
narrow escape. The elephants were secured with the help of the Kumki elephants and after two
hours of struggle along with the elephant Shankar and moved to Mudurnatal Tiger Reserve at



around 11 00 P.M.The elephant is in good condition and has been trained in Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve, as captive elephant. In recognition of his courageous act in securing the elephants safely
with no casualty even while risking his life. The Government confers Dr. K. Asokan with the
'‘Anna Medal for Gallantry' for the year 2022



